PATENT 

Serial No. 10/518, 266 

Amendment in Reply to Office Action mailed on February 21, 2008 
IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims ; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating an audio- 
visual signal comprising^ 

generating a signature from a first physical region of a 
plurality of physical regions of the audio-visual signal; 

embedding of a — said signature g ene ra ted for at least a firs t 
region — of said audio-visual signal by spreading bits of said 
signature over across a physical portion of said audio-visual 
signal without subdividing the signature , said physical p ortion 
being larger than said first physical region. 

2. (Currently amended) A- The method according to claim 1 
whereby said physical p ortion is significantly larger than said 
first physical region. 
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3. (Currently amended) Ar -The method according to claim 1 
whereby said signature is embedded as a watermark. 

4. (Currently amended) A- The method according to claim 3 
whereby the watermark is a spread spectrum watermark. 

5 . {Currently amended) A -The method according to claim 3 
whereby the watermark is embedded according to the best trade-off 
between payload size of said audio-visual signal, robustness of 
said watermark and visibility of said watermark. 

6. (Currently amended) A -The method according to claim 1 
whereby each signature bit is embedded multiple times in different 
locations within said physical p ortion. 

7. (Currently amended) A -The method according to claim 1 
whereby spreading said signature bits comprises decomposing said 
signature bits to multiple areas or a single large area within said 
physical p ortion such that information needs to be extracted from 
said multiple areas or said single large area within said physical 
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portion, in order to evaluate the original signature bits. 

8. (Currently amended) A-The method according to claim 7 
whereby said embedding spreads each signature bit over the whole 
audio-visual signal. 

9. (Currently amended) A -The method according to claim 1 
whereby said signature comprises combined signature bits for a 
plurality of regions of said audio-visual signal. 

10. (Currently amended) A -The m ethod according to claim 1 
whereby the location of said physical portion has no fixed 
relationship to said first physical region. 

11. (Currently amended) An apparatus for authenticating an 
audio-visual signal comprisingj_ 

a means for generating a signature from a first physical 
region o f a plurality of physical regions of the audio-visual 
signal ; 

a means for embedding a -said signature in an audio -visual 
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signal according to the method nf e^aAffi 1 co m p ri si n g a means for 
generating a signature, said signature being generated for at l e a s t 
a first region of said audio-visual signal without subdividing the 
signature , and a means for embedding said signature in said audio 
visual signal, whereby said signature is spread ove ^ across a 
physical p ortion of said audio-visual qHgnai^ F q-j^ portion being 
larger than said first physical region. 

12. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium having a 
plurality of computer-executable instructions for performing the 
method - according to claim 1 authenticating an audio- visual signal, 
the computer-executable instructions comprising 

a first program module generating instructions for a computer 
for generating a signature, said signature being generated for from 
at least a first physical region of a plurality of physical regions 
of said audio-visual signal, and 

a second program module for generating instructions for a 
computer for embedding said signature in said audio-visual signal, 
whereby said signature is spread over across a physical portion of 
said audio-visual signal without subdividing the signature , said 
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physical portion being larger than said first physical region. 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein said apparatus is one of Use of the method according to 
claim 1 in a surveillance camera^-of a_security camera, -ox a 
digital image camera,— Qj? a digital video camera, -q e and a medical 
imaging system. 
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